Connecting with the cognitively impaired: dementia and Alzheimer's disease.
When confronted with their own or their loved one's cognitive decline, many people attribute it to "normal aging." Home care providers, due to their regular interaction with their clients, may be the first to identify dementia. As such, home care providers can play an important role by encouraging those involved to address the problem and develop a plan of care to help them to successfully navigate the challenges they face. Alzheimer's disease is one of the most common causes of dementia. This article identifies the warning signs of Alzheimer's disease and provides advice to home care providers on intervention and how to care for patients who are cognitively impaired.